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A method of treating a solution of a polymer 
by \the use of magnetically attractable beads which do 
not Specifically bind the polymer, comprising the steps 

of i 

suspending the magnetically attractable 
beads in\the solution, 

precipitating the polymer out of solution 
whereby itXbecomek non^pefeif ically associated with the 
beads, \ \ / / 

jplyi^gc-a^magnetic field to draw down a 
precipitate of ishe tfeads and the associated polymer, 
and 

separating the precipitate from a 
supernatant liquid 

2. A method as claimed in Claim 1, comprising 
the additional steps of: 

adding liquid\ to the precipitate to re 
dissolve the polymer and reVsuspend the beads 

applying a magnetic field to draw down the 

beads, and 

separating a supernatant liquid containing 
the polymer from the beads 

3. A method at Claimed in Claim J0^-^ra±rtr^ f 
wherein the solution<Vi^in an 

4-.. 



___ ___ aqueous medium. 

A method as claimed in «em-y- 6he--o-£ Claim^ 1 
w3"T wherein fTre^p.Qlymer is a biopolymer. 



5. A method as^ei-aj^med i,n Claim 1 'er^-ejraim— 2-, 

wherein the biopolymer is nucl^e^c acid. 

A method as claimecy/In yCI^lm 4, wherein the 



biopolymer precipi tated^c^^r^-s^s proteili^s well as 



nucleic acid 
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7 - A method as claimed in Claim 6, comj^rising 

the additional steps of: / 

adding liquid to the precipitate to 
selectively re-dissolve th^e^pro^ein an-d re-suspend the 




Id to draw down a 
ociated nucleic 



upernatant liquid containing 



tate, 



5 beads} - ■ 

applying 
precipitate of the beac 
acid, 

separating 1 ^ 
10 the protein from the prebirpii 

adding l^juid to the precipitate to 
redissolve the nucleic acid and re-suspend the beads, 

applying a magnetic field to draw down the 

beads, and 

15 ~ .separating a supernatant liquid containing 

the nucleic/acid from the beads. 

8 - / A method as claimed in Claim 4, wherein the 
biopo^mer is bacteriophage and/or virus and/or cell. 

9 - A method as claimed in Claim^47 wherein the 
20 starting solutio* comprises a mixture of similar 

biopolymers, one tof which is selectively precipitated 
out of solution ii th^ presence of the beads. 

10 - A method/ai claimed in Claim 9, wherein the 
starting solution ^s la cell lysate comprising protein, 

25 membrane, bacterialy DNA and low molecular weight 

nucleic acids, and tihe biopolymer precipitated out of 
solution comprises th£j3xot_ein, membrane and bacterial 
DNA but not the low mblecular weight nucleic acids. 
-M- -~^A method for recovering low molecular weight 
30 nucleic acids^trom a starting solution of bacteriophage 
and/or virus, whi^lK^nethod c6mprijses the steps : - 

precipitating the bacteriophage and/or 
virus and/or cell by thi n^h^of claim 8, 

lysing th/e b^t^^ojah^ge and/or virus to 
35 form a cell lysate solirti^on^a 

treating the cell lysa\e solution by the 
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